Cults (Definition)

A cult is a perversion or distortion of biblical Christianity and or a rejection of the historic teachings of the Christian Church. It is a group of people polarized around someone’s interpretation of the Bible and is characterized by major deviations from orthodox Christianity relative to the cardinal (main, chief, important) doctrines of the Christian faith, especially the fact that God became man in Jesus.
What God says about people who do not accept the chief doctrines of Christ. 

1. 1 John 4:1-3

2. 2 John 7-11

Signs of a Cult:

1. They Always Have New Truth

2. Non-Biblical source of Authority or Extra Biblical Revelation

3. New Interpretations of Scripture

4. Another Jesus

5. Rejection of Orthodox Christianity (established Christianity)

6. Double Talk

7. Non-Biblical Teaching on the Nature of God (Trinity)

8. Changing Theology (doctrine)

9. Exaltation of a Human Leader to Messianic Status

10. Salvation by Works

11. Uncertain Hope

12. False Prophesy Claim of Special Visitations and Discoveries
13. One Verse Out of Context Teaching

Scripture References:

1. Isaiah 8:20

2. Hebrews 1:2, Revelation 22:18-19

3. 1 john 4:1-3, 2 Corinthians 11:4

4. 1 Corinthians 4:4-5, Romans 14:13

5. Isaiah 56:8

6. 1 John 5:7

7. Ephesians 4:14

8. Luke 21:8

9. Romans 3:20, Galatians 2:16
10. Ephesians 1:12, 2 Timothy 1:12

11. Mathew 24:16

12. Galatians 1:8-9, 2 Corinthians 13:1

